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Press release: October 2018 
    

Outside In named as official partner for 
The Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize 2019 

Award-winning arts charity Outside In and the Ruth Borchard Collection – 

which is managed by Piano Nobile - are delighted to announce a new 

partnership for the Biennial Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize 2019.  

As a celebration of contemporary British and Irish self-portraiture, the 

competition offers a unique opportunity for established and emerging artists 

to compete for a £10,000 prize, the possibility to have their work purchased 

for the Ruth Borchard Next Generation Collection, and a chance for their work 

to be included in a four-month exhibition at Piano Nobile, Kings Place, London. 

Marc Steene, founder and director of Outside In, said: “Outside In is delighted 

to be an official partner of the 2019 Ruth Borchard biennial self portrait prize. 

Working together we will be able to support and include the many talented, 

but overlooked artists in our communities to take part in this prestigious 

event.” Roberta Travers, of The Ruth Borchard Collection and Prize, added: 

“We are very excited to promote the work of all Outside In artists, and having 

their help to showcase the powerful practice of self-portraiture. Historically, 

the prize and exhibition have opened doors for previously unknown artists, like 

the most recent winner Benjamin Ogbebor from Hackney, whose self-portrait 

now sits alongside works by renowned artists such as Celia Paul.”  

All artists working, living or studying in the UK and Ireland are eligible to enter, 

however, all works must be a self-portrait of the artist. The prize encourages 

artists making figurative or abstract, working alone or in a group, from life or 

from memory to enter.  
 

The prize will open for submissions in January 2019. For further information contact 

info@ruthborchard.org.uk  or visit www.ruthborchard.org.uk and www.outsidein.org.uk. 
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About the Ruth Borchard Collection  

 

The Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Collection was the life-long project of Ruth Borchard (1910-2000). 

Brought up as a socialist and a freethinker, she studied economics and social psychology at the 

University of Hamburg. In 1938, as Jewish refugees, Ruth and her family fled from Germany to 

Reigate, Surrey. Ruth’s interest in modern painting began at the age of 13, as she recalled: “With a 

cheque given to me to buy a refrigerator I bought two early Ruskin Spears.” In an unpublished essay 

from around 1968, Ruth asked, ‘Why did I begin collecting self-portraits?’ it continued ‘… one day… 

mounting the stairs in our house, I was struck by the idea that introspection in painting meant: self-

portraits. I vividly remember the moment, even the step, where I suddenly saw our landing crowded 

with paintings, all sizes, types, styles, media. And this is exactly what came to pass… I began to visit 

the shows of the art schools, the Young Contemporaries [an annual show in London of nationwide 

student’s art] and the small galleries… Carefully I refrained from reading art reviews so as to keep my 

vision unbiased…’ Her collection, with its eclectic range of works, helps to delineate an entire period 

of British art. The artists in the Collection reflect the diversity of post-war British society at large and 

many of the artists achieved critical success.  

                                                                                                                               www.ruthborchard.org.uk 

About Outside In  

 

Outside In was founded in 2006 by Marc Steene at Pallant House Gallery, Chichester, West Sussex. 

Its aim then, as it is now, was to provide a platform for artists who face a significant barrier to the art 

world due to health, disability, social circumstances or isolation. 

In 2013, Outside In won the Charity Award in the Arts, Culture and Heritage category.  

In 2016, Outside In became an independent charity in its own right and in 2017 it joined the Arts 

Council England’s National Portfolio. 

Since its inception, Outside In has engaged with more than 5,000 artists traditionally excluded from 

the mainstream art world, reached a quarter of a million audience members and gained more than 

80 partner organisations nationally. It has held more than 50 exhibitions to date and now provides 

opportunities and support for more than 2,600 artists. Outside In has created a programme of 

professional Step Up training. In the next three years the charity will work to create a national 

platform to support the delivery of its programmes. It will do this through working in partnership 

with key strategic arts organisations across the UK to act as hubs of activity and support. Outside In 

is currently funded by Arts Council England, Esmeé Fairbairn Foundation, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, 

The Roddick Foundation, The Schroder Foundation and the George Dannatt Trust.  

                                                                                                                                        www.outsidein.org.uk 

About Piano Nobile 

 

Piano Nobile specialises in Modern and Contemporary British and International works of art. 

Representing a select stable of contemporary artists and artist’s estates they seek to lead and shape 

the Modern British art market. With instinctive vision and flair Piano Nobile works in collaboration 

with private and public collections in the UK and internationally. The gallery has established a 

reputation for authoritative exhibitions and publications under the gallery’s imprint, Piano Nobile 

Publications. 

           www.piano-nobile.com 
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